
State-by-State COVID-Related 
Worker Safety Acts
February 12, 2021

At this time, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration has not 
outlined any clear workplace safety standards or requirements to protect 
workers from COVID-19 in the workplace. As a result, many states have 
enacted temporary measures to create COVID worker safety protocols. 
Communication and enforcement of these safety requirements differ by each state, with some being handled by the 
local occupational safety and health agency, while others are relayed by individual health/labor departments or the 
jurisdiction’s attorney general’s office. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF KNOWN COVID-RELATED 
WORKER SAFETY REQUIREMENTS AT A STATE LEVEL.

Alabama
 • Public health guidance for re-opening

Alaska
 • Critical infrastructure guidance

 • Alaska critical infrastructure covid-19 community/
workforce protective plans

 • Senate Bill No. 241

Arizona
 • Department of health services requirements for 

re-opening

Arkansas
 • Directives, orders, and health guidance

California 
 • Assembly Bill No. 685

 • Assembly Bill 685, OSHA recordkeeping and COVID-19

 • Cal/OSHA emergency COVID-19 regulation

 • California Senate Bill 1159

Colorado
 • Public health and executive orders

Connecticut
 • Safe workplace rules

 • Executive Order No. 7JJJ

Delaware
 • Guidelines for re-opening

  STATES WITH WORKER 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/covid19/guidance.html#resources
https://covid19.alaska.gov/unified-command/critical-infrastructure/
https://covid19.alaska.gov/unified-command/protective-plans/
https://covid19.alaska.gov/unified-command/protective-plans/
https://labor.alaska.gov/wc/bulletins/20-05.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-community
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-community
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/covid-19-health-guidances
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB685
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/lockton-corporate-website/Compliance-Alerts/AB_685_OSHA_Recordkeeping_and_COVID-19.pdf
https://lockton.global/3mUoeuU
https://lockton.global/3jhTXnd
https://covid19.colorado.gov/public-health-executive-orders
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Coronavirus-Business-Recovery/Safe-Workplace-Rules-for-Essential-Employers
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7JJJ.pdf
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/07/22/the-delaware-department-of-labor-issues-guidelines-for-employers-and-employees-regarding-returning-to-work/


District of Columbia
 • Health guidance

Florida
 • Health guidance

Hawaii
 • Department of health workplace 

guidelines

Idaho
 • Workforce guidance documents

Illinois 
 • Executive orders and guidelines

 • Restaurant and bars

 • Meat and food processing 
facilities

 • House Bill No. 2455

Indiana
 • Department of labor guidance

Iowa
 • Iowa OSHA resources

 • Department of health guidance

Kansas
 • Workplace safety toolkit

 • Re-opening guidelines

Kentucky
 •  Re-opening executive orders

Louisiana
 • Public health re-opening 

guidance

Maine
 • Resources and guidance

Maryland
 • Resources and guidelines

Massachusetts
 • Re-opening executive orders

Michigan 
 • MIOSHA emergency COVID-19 

rules

Minnesota
 • Health department guidelines

 • Meatpacking facility guidance

 • Bill H.F. No. 4537

Mississippi
 • Re-opening guidelines

 • COVID-19 executive orders

Missouri
 • Emergency rule implementing 

changes to WC law

 • Department of health resources

Montana
 • Re-opening directives and 

resources

Nebraska
 • Health department guidelines

Nevada
 • COVID-19 resource and guidance

 • Emergency orders and re-
opening guidelines

New Hampshire
 • Resources and guidance

New Jersey
 • Executive order temporary new 

safety protocols

 • Senate Bill No. 2380

New Mexico
 • COVID-19 Safe practices for all 

employers

New York 
 • Resources and guidance

North Carolina
 • Re-opening executive orders

 • Re-opening resources and 
guidance

North Dakota
 • Re-opening protocols

 • Re-opening executive orders

Ohio
 • Checklist and guidance
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https://coronavirus.dc.gov/healthguidance
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/businesses/
https://hawaiicovid19.com/workplace-guidance/
https://hawaiicovid19.com/workplace-guidance/
https://dhr.idaho.gov/covid-19-workforce-guidance/
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-38.aspx
https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/Restore-Illinois/businessguidelines3/restaurantbars.pdf
http://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/guidance-food-and-meat-processing-facilities
http://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/guidance-food-and-meat-processing-facilities
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=109&GA=101&DocTypeId=HB&DocNum=2455&GAID=15&LegID=118463&SpecSess=1&Session=0
https://www.in.gov/dol/3142.htm
https://www.iowaosha.gov/coronavirus-resources
https://idph.iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Coronavirus/Business-and-Organizations
https://covid.ks.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/KDOL-Workplace-Safety-Tool-Kit.pdf
https://covid.ks.gov/reopen-page/
https://govstatus.egov.com/ky-healthy-at-work
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3954
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3954
https://www.maine.gov/decd/covid-19-prevention-checklists
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-mandatory-safety-standards-for-workplaces
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/businesses.html
https://www.dli.mn.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/COVID_19_meatpacking_guidance.pdf
http://www.dli.mn.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/COVID-19_work_comp_presumption.pdf
https://msmec.com/returning-to-work-best-practices-for-covid-19-safety/
https://governorreeves.ms.gov/covid-19/#executiveOrders
https://labor.mo.gov/sites/labor/files/8_CSR_50-5.005_Emergency_Final.pdf
https://labor.mo.gov/sites/labor/files/8_CSR_50-5.005_Emergency_Final.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/businesses.php
https://covid19.mt.gov/
https://covid19.mt.gov/
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Nebraska-Guidance-Documents.aspx
https://business.nv.gov/News_Media/COVID-19_Announcements/
https://business.nv.gov/News_Media/COVID-19_Announcements/
https://business.nv.gov/News_Media/COVID-19_Announcements/
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/resources-guidance/businesses.htm
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-192.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-192.pdf
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/S2500/2380_R1.PDF
https://cv.nmhealth.org/covid-safe-practices/all-employers/
https://cv.nmhealth.org/covid-safe-practices/all-employers/
https://forward.ny.gov
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/information/business/businesses-and-employers
https://oshr.nc.gov/safe-return
https://oshr.nc.gov/safe-return
https://ndresponse.gov/covid-19-resources/covid-19-business-and-employer-resources/nd-smart-restart/nd-smart-restart-protocols
https://www.governor.nd.gov/executive-orders
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/checklists/english-checklists/businesses-employers-covid-19-checklist
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Oklahoma
 • Resources and guidance

Oregon
 • OSHA COVID-19 emergency 

temporary rule

Pennsylvania
 • Worker safety guidance

 • Business guidance

South Carolina
 • SC OSHA worker safety guidance

 • Department of health resources

South Dakota
 • Department of health resources 

and guidance

Rhode Island 
 • Reopening and safety resources

Tennessee
 • Business guidance

Texas
 • Department of health minimum 

standard health protocols

Utah
 • Business health and safety 

resources

Vermont
 • Executive order temporary new 

safety protocols

 • Senate Bill No. 342

Virginia
 • Emergency temporary standard 

worker safety COVID-19

Washington
 • Reopening guidance

 • COVID health and safety order

West Virginia
 • Department of health guidance

Wisconsin
 • Department of health guidance

 Wyoming
 • Wyoming OSHA resources

 • Public health orders and 
guidance
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https://www.okcommerce.gov/covid19/ours-plan/
https://osha.oregon.gov/rules/advisory/infectiousdisease/Pages/default.aspx
https://osha.oregon.gov/rules/advisory/infectiousdisease/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20200415-SOH-worker-safety-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/business-guidance/
http://www.scosha.llronline.com/coronavirus.aspx
https://scdhec.gov/covid19/resources-community-covid-19/businesses-employers-covid-19
https://doh.sd.gov/COVID/Community.aspx#work
https://doh.sd.gov/COVID/Community.aspx#work
https://reopeningri.com/vital-workplace-resources
https://www.tn.gov/governor/covid-19/economic-recovery/general-guidelines-for-businesses.html
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/coronavirus/opentexas.aspx#busser
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/coronavirus/opentexas.aspx#busser
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/business/workplace-resources/
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/business/workplace-resources/
https://accd.vermont.gov/news/update-new-work-safe-additions-be-smart-stay-safe-order
https://accd.vermont.gov/news/update-new-work-safe-additions-be-smart-stay-safe-order
https://legiscan.com/VT/text/S0342/id/2198551
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Final-Standard-for-Infectious-Disease-Prevention-of-the-Virus-That-Causes-COVID-19-16-VAC25-220-1.27.2021.pdf
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Final-Standard-for-Infectious-Disease-Prevention-of-the-Virus-That-Causes-COVID-19-16-VAC25-220-1.27.2021.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-businesses-and-workers
https://www.lni.wa.gov/safety-health/safety-rules/enforcement-policies/DD170.pdf
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Documents/Guidance-for-Businesses-and-Employers.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/employers.htm
http://wyomingworkforce.org/businesses/osha/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-unit/disease/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-orders-and-guidance/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/infectious-disease-epidemiology-unit/disease/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-orders-and-guidance/

